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private school
education

How far will
parents go to keep
kids in school?

By LORRAINE MALLINDER

For many parents, private
schooling for their children is
an absolute necessity. None-
theless, as family finances
come under strain, the lengths
to which they will go to ensure
the best possible education
for their progeny are being se-
verely tested.

“I eat an elephant one bite
at a time,” says one mother
in Whitby, Ont.; who has two
daughters at Trinity College
School in nearby Port Hope.
Her choice of metaphor is apt
for meeting the combined an-
nual fees of $60,000. It is a
jumbo challenge for her and
her husband, who both work
in sales.

Still, the couple are deter-
mined that their girls will have
the education they never had.
Remortgaging their home
would not be out of the ques-
tion — both girls, now in grades
10 and 12, are too close to the
finish line to be pulled out of

the race. “As long as our house -

is OK and we can work and
don’t suffer some terrible mis-
fortune, we'll be OK.” she says.
Marilyn, as we’ll call her
for thig article ic nat atvmieral

schools will vary widely, de-
pending on levels of provincial
funding and local economies.

The real proof of the pud-
ding will come in September,
when new enrolment figures
are released. Mr. Mitchell says
schools are likely to be “very
cautious” about fee increases.
“If there’s an impact on enrol-
ment, they will have to look at
budgets and how they man-
age them. But, anecdotally,
I'm optimistic that they won’t
have to curtail programs and
staffing in any ways.”

While the sector is cer-
tainly experiencing discom-
fort, it seems it has yet to feel
the full force of the recession.
“My experience with families
who choose private school
is that they place a very high
value on their kids’ education
and will give up many other
things before giving up tuition
expenses,” says Judy Winberg,
a Toronto-based educational
consultant. :

Lisa Marcovici is loath to
term her cutbacks as sacrifices.
She never imagined she would
opt for the private sector, but
decided to send her 13-year-old

house is OK and
we don’t suffer
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